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airtight and sealed with a removable cover.   The batteries are

o

mounted in one of several ways: either the extractors are all
on a level in a circle or a row (fig. 56, p. 254), or in two tiers
one over the other (fig. 54, p. 252). With the aid of a pump,
the solvent can be passed from one extractor to another.

As a rule, 3 to 4 extractions are made within 24 hours. Hence
the menstruum remains in contact with the flowers from 6 to 8 hours.
Then the flowers are replaced by fresh ones. However, during
the height of the harvest the flowers in the extractors are replaced
every 8, or even every 4 to 5 hours. This hastening of the process,
however, results in an imperfect extraction.

As a rule, each batch of flowers is extracted three times,
more rarely twice or four times. For the third (or last) extraction
fresh petroleum ether is used, for the second such which has
served for a former third extraction, and for the first extraction
(/. e. for fresh flowers) the menstruum which has once served
for a second and once for a third extraction. The percolate of
each extraction is collected in a separate receiver.

Whether the same batch of flowers is to be extracted two,
three, or four times, or even oftener depends upon the nature
of the flowers to be extracted and on the views of the manu-
facturer. There exists also a difference of opinion as to how
often the same.petroleum ether can be used before it is to be
recovered by distillation.

In order to increase the yield, the extractors have been so
constructed in several instances as to enable their being warmed.
This has resulted in a larger yield of wax but not of odoriferous
constituents.

3. EVAPORATION OF THE SOLVENT. The manufacturer opera-
tes one or several stills under ordinary pressure or in vacuum.
As a rule the bulk of the solvent is recovered in a large still
under atmospheric pressure until the temperature has reached
a point that would prove detrimental to the fineness of the per-
fume. The distillation is then continued in a vacuum still and
finally concluded in a glass flask.

The last traces of solvent are removed by passing small
amounts of alcohol into the molten wax thus causing a violent
ebullition.